ENG 2 VOCABULARY LESSON 2 DEFINITIONS PG 1 


Lesson Two 

1. heresy (her' i se) n. the crime of holding a belief that goes against 

established doctrine 

During the Inquisition, those found guilty of heresy were sometimes 
burned at the stake. 

ant: orthodoxy 

2. docile (dos' ol) adj. easy to teach or manage 

The poodle, usually docile, went mad and attacked its owner. 

syn: submissive; compliant ant: unmanageable; willful 

3. libation (Hba'shon) n. a drink, especially an alcoholic one 

When we visited the vineyard, we were offered a small libation at the end 
of our tour, 
syn. intavicant 

4. anathema (onath'omo) n. 1. a hated, rcpellant person or thing 

2. a formal curse 

l Cannibalism is anathema to almost every society on the planet. 

2. I he prisoner spouted anathemas at the guards as they dragged him to 
the gallows. 

1. syn: abhorration; detestation ant: beloved 

2. syn: condemnation ant: blessing; praise 

5 banter (ban' tor) n teasing; playful conversation 

At the reunion, Ruth enjoyed listening to the banter of her husband and his 
old college roommate. 

syn: joshing; badinage; raillery ant: vituperation 

6. castigate (kas' ti gat) v. to criticize or punish severely 

The parson castigated the boy for noisily chewing gum in church, 
syn: reprimand; chastise; scold ant. praise 

7 gauche (gosh) adj. lacking social graces; tactless 

Some people use a fork to eat pizza because they think it is gauche to use 
their fingers. 

syn: awkward ant: graceful 

8. ignominy (ig' no min e) n. public shame, disgrace, or dishonor 

The mayor fell from acclaim to ignominy in a week when her cocaine habit 
was discovered. 

syn: disgrace; infamy ant: renown; eminence; repute 
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* ''"iI'hImv Power Plus for the New SAT: Book Two 


' ' (,n,>, ^ (,( 0 imule up of dissimilar parts; being of many colors 

mh 1 ni 'donal down convention was a motley sight in the otherwise 

n 1 • ' lubiihm i nun 


sx rt \ it? iff/ 


ant uniform; homogeneous ; similar 


1 ,n 'd ii niil she Qt ed) adj. extremely thin; wasted away 

,n s i , 't'tHion, the emaciated prisoner was buried in the camp 


ant plump; fattened 
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EXERCISE II—Sentence Completion 

Complete the sentence in a way that shows you understand the meaning of the 
italicized vocabulary word. 

1. If Sarita tells me that her new dress is motley, 1 can assume that it is... 

2. The emaciated girl looked as il she had not... 

3. The Spanish Inquisition charged don lormo witli heresy lor allegedly... 

4. A traditional Iihutiori at weddings and New Year's Eve parties is... 

5. A supervisor might castigate an employee if... 

6. When the teacher returned to find a docile class, he knew that... 

7. At a wedding, it might be considered gauche if you... 

8. One thing that is anathema to our society is... 

9. The television evangelist faced ignominy when the public... 

10. If someone you have a crush on engages in extended banter with you, you 
might conclude... 
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Vorahulat v 1‘i'tv* ! Ww* lot du Nr w v41 I Unfit I wo 


EXERCISE III—Roots, l‘i Hi ve*, mid Sttl If gen 

Study fin* s and unmet (hr * jurtthm that follow 

The root anthro means "man " 

The suffix ologv means "study oi 

The root theo means "god” ui "religion 

l he suilix oid means ‘having die shape ul " 

The root morph means Shape " 

The prefix u means “not." 

The suilix crucy means "govcimiirul hy “ 

A. Using lift ial ttanslattons as guidaiit r, deliuc (he following words 
without using a dictionary 

1, anthropology I anthropumorphk 

2. theology 1 atheism 

i. anthropoid 0 thrutiary 

B. What is studied in the st fence id sociology I 

C. List as many words as you t an third* of that begin with eHhet anthro or 
thro or end in olngy 
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EXERCISE IV—Inference 

Complete the sentences by inferring information about the italicized word from its 

context. 

A. When offered food for the first time in weeks, the emaciated casta w tty 
probably... 

B. If Grace complained that Jeremy was gauche on the dance floor, you 
might assume that Jeremy was.., 

C. A docile dog is probably easier to train than an aggressive dog because 




